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guess, my stubbornness over taxes. I'm just
not going to raise your taxes, I just want
to make that clear. And so therefore, if
the definition of “common ground” is, raise
taxes, there are just some redlines for me—
no, I'm not suggesting you suggested that.

I'll still try to do my best to treat people
with respect. It’s the best thing a President
can do, it seems like to me. And the other
leaders ought to be doing the same thing.
If you disagree with a person, don’t make
it personal. Don't feel like you have to tear
the other person down in order to make
a political point.

And T got to go, T hate to tell you. You're
paying me too much money to be sitting
here talking. [Laughter]

I want to conclude by, one, thanking you
for coming. I hope you get a better sense
of why I made the decisions I make and
who I am as a person. You know, it's a—
oh, T don’t know what people think when
they’re looking on the TV screen. The only
thing I can do is just to tell you what’s
in my heart and to let you know the prin-
ciples by which I decide things, my great
optimism about the future. I'm an opti-
mistic guy. And the reason I'm optimistic
is because I believe in the greatness of
the country, and I believe the values of
America are so real.

I told somebody behind stage, this has
been a joyous experience, being the Presi-
dent. My buddies in Texas just simply don’t
think I'm telling them the truth. [Laughter]
But it is. It is a joyous experience to try
to solve problems. It's a joyous experience
to represent a country full of decent and
honorable and caring people.

And I thank you for giving me a chance
to come. And I ask for God’s blessings on
you and our country. Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:37 a.m. at
Jay Group, Inc. headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Marion McGowan, chairman,
Tom Baldrige, president, and Jim Smucker,
chairman-elect, Lancaster County Chamber
of Commerce and Industry; Jay Chryst,
founder, and Dana Chryst, chief executive
officer, Jay Group, Inc.; Krist Blank, Amish
church leader; Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the
Al Qaida terrorist organization; President
Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Author-
ity; Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea;
and President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of
Iran. The President also referred to H.R.
976, the “Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2007.” An audi-
ence member referred to Mayor Louis J.
Barletta of Hazleton, PA.

Statement on the Agreement Announced at the Six-Party Talks in Beijing

October 3, 2007

I welcome the agreement announced
today at the six-party talks in Beijing. To-
day’s announcement reflects the common
commitment of the participants in the six-
party talks to realize a Korean Peninsula
that is free of nuclear weapons.

In September 2005, we agreed on a joint
statement that charted the way forward to-
ward achieving a nuclear weapons-free pe-
ninsula. In February 2007, the participants

in the six-party talks announced a set of
first steps toward implementing that agree-
ment. Today’s announcement maps out ad-
ditional steps toward our ultimate goal of
full and verifiable denuclearization.

Under the agreement reached today,
North Korea has committed that by the
end of 2007, it will provide a complete
and correct declaration of all its nuclear
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programs, nuclear weapons programs, ma-
terials, and any proliferation activity. North
Korea will get started on its commitment
to disable all its existing nuclear facilities
by disabling the core nuclear facilities at
Yongbyon by the end of the year. North
Korea also committed not to transfer nu-
clear materials, technology, or know-how
beyond its borders.

The other parties—including the United
States—are providing economic and energy

assistance to North Korea. Such assistance
is being provided as North Korea carries
out its commitments.

I commend Secretary Rice, Ambassador
Hill, and our negotiating team for their
hard work and dedication to this important
effort, which will help secure the future
peace and prosperity of the Northeast Asian
region.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without Approval the
“Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2007

October 3, 2007

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my ap-
proval H.R. 976, the “Children’s Health In-
surance Program Reauthorization Act of
2007,” because this legislation would move
health care in this country in the wrong
direction.

The original purpose of the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP)
was to help children whose families cannot
afford private health insurance, but do not
qualify for Medicaid, to get the coverage
they need. My Administration strongly sup-
ports reauthorization of SCHIP. That is
why I proposed last February a 20 percent
increase in funding for the program over
5 years.

This bill would shift SCHIP away from
its original purpose and turn it into a pro-
gram that would cover children from some
families of four earning almost $83,000 a
year. In addition, under this bill, govern-
ment coverage would displace private
health insurance for many children. If this
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bill were enacted, one out of every three
children moving onto government coverage
would be moving from private coverage.
The bill also does not fully fund all its
new spending, obscuring the true cost of
the bill's expansion of SCHIP, and it raises
taxes on working Americans.

Because the Congress has chosen to send
me a bill that moves our health care system
in the wrong direction, I must veto it. I
hope we can now work together to produce
a good bill that puts poorer children first,
that moves adults out of a program meant
for children, and that does not abandon
the bipartisan tradition that marked the en-
actment of SCHIP. Our goal should be to
move children who have no health insur-
ance to private coverage, not to move chil-
dren who already have private health insur-
ance to government coverage.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
October 3, 2007.
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